OUR AMBASSADOR KING

is blatant advertisement.   The way of dignity is still open
to those who prefer that way ;  and in this super-adver-
tising world, no better example of that way can be shown
than that along which the Prince's publicity is conducted.
It must not be supposed that every item about the
Prince which finds its way into the columns of a news-
paper, appears with his consent.    Gossip-writers must
live, or so, for want of contrary evidence, we must
suppose.   And it is because of that melancholy fact that
we encounter from time to time such an announcement as
this :   cc The Prince of Wales sometimes wears glasses
nowadays1 when reading.   Yesterday, when he attended
the annual meeting of the presidents of the League of
Mercy at the Mansion House, he was seen to be wearing
tortoiseshell-rimmed spectacles to read the agenda paper
and his notes.   The Prince has never before been seen
wearing glasses in public.   The general opinion of those
present was that they suited him very well.   It seems he
has been wearing them for very small print, but otherwise
his eyesight, it was stated last night, is excellent."   Or,
again, such an item as this : " In a frolic with an Alsatian
dog at Fort Belvedere, the Prince of Wales's Berkshire
residence, the Prince's favourite Pekingese was bitten
and almost lost one of her eyes.   The dog was taken to a
Reading veterinary surgeon and has  now recovered.
While the dog was  convalescing, the Prince paid it
several visits."    Or this :   " The Prince of Wales will
be the next captain of the Worplesdon Golf Club, in
succession to Mr.  J.  Murray,  whose term  of office
expires in a few weeks.    The Prince has been a member
of the Worplesdon Club for many years."   Or again that
item (which is a kind of recurring decimal in the gossip
accounts) announcing that the Prince was expected, or
looked in for a moment, or stayed quite a while at the
Embassy Club.

It is not that such announcements are not of interest
to all sorts and conditions of people who follow the
1 December, 1934.
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